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Chugiak Soccer Club Player Placement ("Play Up") Policy 
 
Chugiak Soccer Club is committed to placing every player in the environment that best supports their long-term 
athletic, social, and personal development. As a general policy, all players are expected to register, try out, and 
participate with their current grade-level age group. 
 
Requests for a player to "play up" to an older age group are considered exceptions to this policy and will be 
evaluated on an individual basis. Any request for a player to play up must be submitted to the Executive 
Director prior to the start of tryouts. Requests must be initiated by a coach however; the Executive Director has 
the final authority to approve or deny all play-up requests. 
 
Chugiak Soccer Club believes that players are best served by developing and competing alongside peers within 
their own graduating class. This philosophy promotes appropriate physical, technical, tactical, emotional, and 
social development while fostering strong team continuity, age-appropriate competition, and a positive player 
experience. It also supports the long-term player pathway by allowing athletes to grow with their peers 
throughout their soccer journey. 
 
Each play-up request will be evaluated individually based on a comprehensive assessment that may include, but 
is not limited to: 

• Technical ability and soccer knowledge 
• Physical readiness and athletic development 
• Emotional maturity and ability to compete in an older environment 
• Player safety and overall well-being 
• Commitment, attitude, and coachability 
• The developmental needs of the player and the teams involved 
• Overall impact on the club, team and player development pathway 

 
Approval to play up is granted for one seasonal year only and does not establish permanent placement with an 
older age group. Players approved to play up must be re-evaluated through the club's annual tryout process each 
season with their appropriate grade based team, and continued approval is not guaranteed. 
 
Chugiak Soccer Club recognizes that exceptional circumstances may arise; however, play-up opportunities are 
intended to be rare and based solely on what is in the best developmental interest of the player and the club. 
This policy is designed to ensure that all placement decisions are made fairly, consistently, and transparently 
while maintaining the integrity of the club's player development model. 
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